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mimam, where do | want m go
I!udu:f.’ Raome HIIFIH b e, Baie |
alen wouldn't obgecr i 2 mellkow
gondols rde on the G Caral
in ¥enice. A naoe Hawaimn beach*
Mo we're malking. Or maybe I'd
preeter i stay nght e sl chock ot seie
b gray's hackside, as be slips in and ouc of

hin skimpy Spoedo. Those ame all geear
aprwcns, and | can see and do them any ome

Vs Exbenens fev frum Wanlt D ey Wil {above) ibors Traderbidl floctfmg s o dosrsr
dun frwwt of the Mongie Kingdamm,

A g Byar aed Ber pal Debevee ) melk Sroagh the samier bemalssagi of the Corvad Smky
Marmfariirs, wisch domler Nertd Corsdiane snd Trameriee,

floaty
pens

With these implements,
you'll write on water!

Tils flsityperi I weane, Al in takies s o gile of & §3 pen

JETTT  peop I can g anpwhere of st EIH'III'F.I'I.'I‘IZ"."‘J-T
matvan (i) whenevet | plesse, berause | um one of the
ilis @ AL gromang imimber of oellecton wha ha dis-
Foat vty oowered the magical mini world of foaty
alanew L Tihares pems. Floary pens are those regrscrabile balls
it frout of pois pons sold in souvenss shops, theme
Londow’s Hustes purks snd sirpoer shops char depice tourim
af Parifamens,

atrracticns and cartoon clarcien of acdver-
tise preduces. The upper porion of the pen
continiis of i cler-plastic, liguid-filled cham-
ber in which an image faaty back wnd hth
l|1r|I,|.F|I| i moiacile wspe we. The part
below 15 a clamber of boghely coloeed
opacque plisric that hooses. the ink careridpe.

The technacal name of 8 (loary pen—
which is sbo referred 1o as @ Fos, Hosting,
flemting-wicw, view, motion, mags-moticn,
rily o acrion pen—in “floeteng -acteon pen.”
Crldlecrom are called “floar colleceon.” Daama
Andra of Mansfidld, Ohia, who has one of
the Largest collections in the TS, explsing
that many people whi s cnamonnd with
floazy pens. “like chings thae fhaat. | call
‘captive water,’ bevause iU conemined”

A professonal crafisperson when she’s
oot Boaging, Andre—who b wodking et
way oward 2006 [loaty per—got o
pens via snow domes. “Ic's & natural rasi-
tinn, she =iy 1 bl beens callecisng snow
domes ot got bored with the pooe quialicy
ol the new ones. When | wes on vacation m
San Francicn w1958, | fousnd a fboacy weith
Felex e Car, which | abo collect. | bougha
it, and then boeght mane” That we the
beginning. .. and there sems to be o el

Frenclwmn Amlded Perrin made it inm
che 1997 G Book o World! Ruund) for
Faving amaased the bargess number of float-
s in the workl His collection—which
includes pens (rom 32 countries and care-
pocies lilke Bemesm people, moveres, Disney
ansl sports—unumbers ooer 28000 fostie!

Cdlecror Maney Nerepberg of L Cratos,
Caldbera, a5, | stamed oollecring ahous
L0 years ago, bux | didn'e realize | was uetil
I Tt 16 pens: 1 buy one from every place |
wissted. When [ had abeout 80, | met & man
wipihh caver 1EHL He mold me that he II'-'I}"F

bought every esample from @ paricular

Pretegriphs ty Aneons Actdeos

iy f trfisin- A Pwephet anal barpe sl
misale i ‘a’ by Loovaons's Hosaen wff
sierp (righal i Purrfianvemt (righ).
Fhicker and b Tiew leams {far rghtl—the
a ulighrly fawger I whiete Bl af M fsmeiody—
Ky i Frvedats fr i E arrnss Al Pl
o am Eidwsen widers wf e m i ke
Kewg flowts srigimal. The 10,000 Lbes,
ap snd donim saps af e e i
Phe exivriee af PPl
owlt i
i g it TtalyiPatess,” il
.'l:l‘-ll.r-"..ru,l'llp; il e f-fP of
“'Iﬁ'_}"‘"" the clicker i Thrna
frrs (rigim) rarbupr’ eyjoical tife
b “u" airip [
pew irighay, .
A hatfing
Iw e srindan af i iy taruty
obaim (leftl, o imilinmg oy fosen fer
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place. T Bury all the soenes from a cicy ladn’y
ccrurmed to mie, Do ar thae posing, Iq!-,-.-rhqnl
& fervor For BeTig P and moee.

What = & whar isn't a Floary Pen?
It & peowerally agreed char a fosty pen con
i an image of ocher obijecr et Bt an s
srnal| charrber of liepud. Adthough the Bouid
hesdon Bk woater, mumera] ol an ac runallly wsed,
bewmae ir dosen't yelbine of o feenld and
el the moveng object & smonch ride
The mant typical floary has a0 imege thai
Rlides fream pop go ip Al back again. The
first muchs pen was developed in 196G by the
[harash CoaTeny Eskeacm, sedl &l ibee [
frene of [loaty-pen  echoobogy  woday
F.HI‘GE'HHI'\ [ENE  are mmale II:.' |t|.—\.'|'||,|-|1|l||;
devigns thar are tremalated indo & painting
Photmgraphs of the painting sse mken and
then shinank oo 1INy panirs ol 3%-aram film
Specislised machanes cus the sengs amd insen
thems cnpo s thin rack inasde the orarigmen
clambers. & scatsonary film senp s placed

iy

behion! enad soersctimes alse i6 (e of ihe
ARG ETRED (0 e pemspoonve. Eakesen

calls ghese pens phottnmacy 8

Bur photoramics arn 't che only floating
pers. Who henot sty ogled modes—
phwre [ Ladi] uu.‘lh W Do e '|q'|l'\. WEET 2
buighirg suit cne seoond wnad Iose ie the necr?
Their offscial mame & eip o enps, sl dheld
pmapes. e taken from phooss. Ard i mast of
the buorun babes in thes pom ook like
cly've jut seepsd st of Chanls Al
chait's boowuse, untill lase year, che same girdie
[ b bern. cmead wnce el ik

.I-'i' (i 5 s, dsporabe On a samilar o=
pe 0 mon-Xomerd oo With tp o'
REPRf., BRIV, the film ilrpu; Tl ithe
wnrman & front i placesd dnssde ehe Front of the
charmber, while the fikm of ber back: s @i inm
the coave e mside the lack af the
clamber. The “sgnifican” neghry bos have
b lighirrnd further to onlaine the tip ‘v’
strap actsie In botweon the twa by lalves
is the mranving imape—typaadly o thin Black

Fhw avwe of Minmpiada’s JiLINNE Laibes, o saritbel (abovel rradir by o misois in il Brasd,
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Vi jpew's capitvow (absvve) rech “Hieivaii=innfer favasdive™; fmade, & iefer bamgs fe.

= Floaser or gluder. The peeor thar sty
morves, Jts mesinded on & ek end, wihen
falred, merves vertraldy oo ond| bo el

* Backgroand. The satioeary (lm g
pibacen] behirel the Aoater m omete degl of
field, It oftem llunrnares o Lol or srescape

e Foregrowmd, A statwonary e of f[lm
whappesd srouned the wirdow in frone of the
fhoarey, uned For o proster serie of peapecnive.
¢ Caption, back or outside panel The
message, placed on ghe back of the windo:
& CHip. The litle metal peece et aetsche m
i kot i nonebonk

& Clicker or click o A device oo the pen
fiop Ehat, when clicked, dscharges of ronmes
the pen np. Tijacally usad s e o' serips
# Twisr bharrel, Another devior oo oopet the
pen g When twiseed, the kiwer par of the
bwrrel puishes sut or peorwces the wiitiiyg 1
Typuadly used e mose floanes

Eskesen: The Real McCoy
Although aeher companios e come and
gone Wil the Fisting-action-pon bmncs,
Eskesen b wll the worlds leler. Inv Exci,
Eaborsen mssnsiscoures over SHEE ol ol ibnar-
ing pens, and the L15 s thesr bigpest cus-
roamer. n e pase 51y, il CoRnET—
Incited im the meciewal 1own of Stoee
Merloar on che il o Sjelland, shois am
o soumh of Copenhagen—his prihicand
morr e a bali=billion oy s,

Prder Faborsen, & bocal baker, o ooemsdenod
thee iventor of the floaring-sccion pen. The
il was no by, luswever, crhers befooe ham
Biad grid e I"q,'unr R 3 Wy B CEpOET o
floating image maice o wraning implement,
st they never sereded i firding @ way m
ke the ail from lesking. Fdoesen solved the
probilom; the sealeng proces he developed =
still a carcfidly gerded secnee,

Thia fun-Elked pon foomd immedise
buiyers. The oal comguny Bsio goe Edheen,
who had startel 4 company, his fire
prder Esso contracted him m devign and
marmifaeure pens wath wn ol drem ghae
bobbeel wap amd dowr insice the window

o, Fikeien wad producing e ficer

wnrh lescders, mcluling the Shah of 1rsn and
Clares de Gaalle; film compamies; mapo
ranmifaruen like Coca-Cola, arl slmost
cvery Domerist Jdestinetion 0 the workd
Eakesen alsy bocame a loader in gip s strip
pons (ehey sell berween 4 and 5 millen
anmusliyh. “Tigp 'n' serigs are some of the ear-
| e the compary oid,” s A nadra
“They'ne Eikeun's chibm o fame ™
Eskewn's danghies, wha ook over the
coamiuany alver her futhers death, sold it g
yeurs apo Today, Bakesen has 12 fulltime
designers, each of whom bas o par uuhrﬁi'l.'h
clalty: O ponen is the expert o curs, ships
arad planes, snother dems only smaly snd
another docs only. canoon chamoters, The
artises creste arourel 0 peew dessgras o week
While | %0 employess. produce the pens
ar the plamt, Edbeien ha sl developed o
inttape irclimnny among the bhocad frsschenrs of
Seore Mease, Dver 10 families a day hand-
sowmble the pen pats imo ghe fmished
prrochucis, right in cheir own homes
In wddition 0 peos, Eskosen sueface
funs key fings, berer and bottde aponers,
scremilnivers and  wothbiushes, although
these are difficult o find ia the L5,
Whether it be o fleary pen of o rochbrush,
Fadomuem rakes great Flrvlr ini Fﬁ‘ﬂ‘l’lh‘iﬁﬂ_ Faeaini
tifially desagred, reecused and chermi el Fiemma.
Oihier companies have thod cheir foe ar
creating floary pens. An unknown Amencan
company seems 1o heve spooulized inop o’
e i e 10 o T Their pens mne
wider than Eikosn’s amd are markeed:
USA" Siprissngly, the gualiry of these
e b8 rather luijgh, Twa manufacrsrers. from
Unsan. New Jermey—Socrewary Pen Co. and
Progrosive Pooducts, Inc—aie kawwen for
heir memul-bolind  mechanical  pencils,
whach Tad short windows uend were filled
with liquid chat supporeed a floaring ebpecr.
“Thear ws s chime 10 Bibosen s you cn get,
says Andra
The pens. chat crvaee reagh waters i ie-
sonedd (Boaeers are those berng imade mn Chin
amd Jlll;’.\ﬂmhih il l'[‘l'll"ﬂ-ltl'l the fﬂ-ﬂdiﬁ'
of Faloesen's pons. Clinese pers aae chise in
shape 1o Eskesen's, but some Tealian floavies
wre bonger and thicker wich & shonter ehip
€ hibse andd Brsbian pers s asslly marked.
An Eskrsen pen is casy oo sdenasfy; le s 67
boig—I1* longer than other ballpoines—and

i thet, when tihed m e direcron
rermres cthe clithes .|.|1|.| I|h|,1t |u|_|».. Rl
ihirm, “The magical appeal of np n° sinps,”
sy Amclm, “m how theyr concesl and reveal

S flouties are ooncerved mcte simply.
For exarmple, there are pens with mo el
film, (dlimer. wone, moofoches of ofker
mmaterls m the chesr plache nabe comee the
movement. Orher pem. may have s floening
of watiorary. flm stip & well & glitter o
soones. Adchough sor s popular wichs coliec-
B, Hem ol Tis h-|.|!|||.i||:|l ﬂ-l“':. Lmis

bt may come as 8 surprise o rhose wiho
I:h'.ﬂ.l,p;hl: H |!-I'|.I.I!|' T WA sl & ||n||'\-1r s
of plastic and a ballpoint carridge. In realiry,
it can have up oo 28 detferenr pamm. 1es noc
|h.1'l-||:h.l.F:,l i ke v LRt m b ] ||I I‘lr [ land i ciim-
porates o Elowty pen bur the following are
e withs whath LAY wwmilid b Bagralear
= Harrel The barrel i the ophindricall body of
the pen. Ir coreses: oy m variory of codon
= Window or chesign barrel. The cloar-plas-
i wrcw in whach che Hosting scene oocun

i alipghely wider 4° 0 diameter, Depercling
o when the prm owas mede, the chip w
marknl “Masle in Denmask,” “Denenark,”
“E Mude in Denmark”™ or "E° iche latoor »
ssuslly foursd only on pens descingd for for-
ecign markers). Colleceors agree that oo ocher
marufscares his ever coime close oo rvaling
fthe I:||u|l||'|.I ol Paberrsi's fLaalt I Bace, friadiy
Hlearers only colbeot Exkewen pers

Determining Value
Alrhecmigh a few cartoon pefia bear dibes, o
Mearie dis nor. Andin wys thar one way of
detecting an obder pen 8 by s el alder
ones are shorter and more conaoaned  than
newer ones. The pen top abe provides clees
lwive Feliidir o “Biast juse heew okl i 8 pen
with ooe of these dlips?® asks Andde rheoor-
cally, *Whe keems!” Faded pens are alw o
probilerm. Many ehink chat (s pen hes loe i
crdier, #06 ald. In eealiry, ie conldd beanew ooe
that has Ecded. "Lims of color i por Bocessar-
ity an indicateon of age,” says Anda. “Pading
ould be due po oversxposure oo sunlighe.”

Ancther way to sppeoxiimeee the age of 2
pem is i koow when the fearaned obsgeci was
Emiide. Fer n.rnrir. e TH T !-'n;lnr Melle
wont up i 1 962; thenefore @ pen wich e
immage hudl m have been muscle aiter rhar dare.
But when® That's the tough pen

Luckily, up nll now, a pen's age dors no
prally bt oo e owoerh, Wihae mukes e
fioary more valushle than snother las more
o ko wirh sos theme and moy, Andm ey
che most diesirabile pers are theoese wath acdver-
Eisig, e 1l by o of Aumerican ioona like
Heine Krichup, “Advertiang pens ase the
hardest o fired,” sy Andm, “because they
withe sy -hoge s the company or are
given po client, They'ne not sald

Second on collecenes” wish liszs sre pens of
sl locutiors of svents [ike the deenee of
rhe Berlan Wall. Foreign pons are also highly
cevetecl. And of, coursss, theres Disney
“Dhaney’s primo,” mys Anclo “They e desar-
e bevaoe snyone whe colloos aoyhing
chinks they have o have Dincy, Al
Diisney odren doss & partemn once and then
chasnypes i, w0 ie bocoares @ lemieed edigeon—
ever if iy an eoition of 10000 o 50000

The lesisr suighe-aiver floories are those of
commaon oot “They'oe casy B0 oome
by,” wyn Andes, w0 every ssnious. oollecoor
baa them. They'ne made over and over, you
dan't have o work hand o gee them.” Afker
eypical destenesieom, "l s e smong
the leasi equesied,” says Andra,

Collecrors of .l.nri..||.1.r pefs—Tintage
Moo Blancs and Waetermans-—would rarher
see foarers wenk than swim. Thoee who spend
Tumsfreids, cven thwnsands, of dollers for 5 sin
plke e eusrdt dhoar pens i leitirs, .H.;.}l.'q
they haven't taken 3 serious enough look

A Mot Blane might be peeiry o

|"rr|'||h. b 1 o ke Pinl N & CRasr
dowmn the Seine, on horsebeck theoagh
Clannlly o in 8 balloos through B
Prwneyfand




